Two studies'"2 have demonstrated the pattern of creatine kinase (CK, EC 2.7.3.2.) isoenzymes in normal gastrointestinal (GI) tissue. However, the pattern observed in neoplasms of GI tissue has not been described. This study examines CK isoenzymes in normal, benign, and malignant tumour tissue of the GI tract.
Material and methods
Seven men and three women (50-78 y, median age 65) undergoing GI resection for benign and malignant tumours were studied; nine patients underwent colectomy and one patient subtotal gastrectomy. Blood was sampled from each patient within 24 h before surgery. The surgical specimens were sent to the laboratory immediately after their removal. Portions of tumour tissue and normal tissue away from the tumour were obtained for CK assays. The remaining specimens were fixed in formalin for histological examination.
Tissue homogenates were prepared as described in a previous report.3 CK 
Results
Total serum CK activity of the 10 patients was all within normal limits, ranging from 35 to 58 U/l (normal range: 24-60 U/l). None of these patients had circulating CK-MB or CK-BB by both column and electrophoretic methods.
The Table summarises 
